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Priority Action Items for 2018021

As a result of this Community Forest Management Plan, the following priority actions
have been identified for implementation in the next six ye&sme items can be
completed concurrently based upon budget, staff and volunteersthmitist below
attempts to put some perspective on what is more urgent.

A All persons involved with tree care should thoroughly read and understand
this management plan.

A Implement highest priority treatments such as defective pruning/removals for
liability purposes and inspections for sound wood on the trees with the highes
risk. Utilize a certified ISA Arborist, in addition to local expertise.

—

A Work to create a sustainable and reliable water supply in Cottonwood Creek.

A Document improvements to individuttkes so that database updates can be
made in real time or at a minimum, annualydd all newlyplanted trees on
town property to the tree inventory database.

A C2NXY | GNBS 0621 NR o0wSTFSNBYyOS ! LIWSYRAE W T2
Care program atline) and train them well (with CSFS assistance) so that work
efforts can be distributed with regards to budget planning, workforce oversigh
and general implementation of this plan.

—

A Complete structure pruning, routine pruning, clearance pruning, cailtu
treatment work, etc. on highest risk trees first. Keep in mind that this type of
work on smaller trees should not be neglected and can be done with volunteers
as soon as possible to promote good tree growth. (For example, checking
watering regimes agh possible water leaks like the possible one in Rollans Park
should be done at the beginning of the 2016 growing season.)

>~

Reinventory all trees including additions in 2020 and update management plan.

>\

Establish a tree ordinance and apply for Tree B8 through CSFS to
showcase your efforts and garner support for an improved Community forest
increased budget and larger volunteer base.
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Introduction

The trees within the parks and open spaces of Ridgway are resources whose value cannot be overstated. They provid
not only shade, shelter, and environmental benefitst also contribute toRidgwaR@ & Sy asS 2 F LJ I OSY ¢

1 The grove of trees at Heritage Park provides a welcome to the town and hint at our aesthetic values.

i The monolithic cottonwoods in Hartwell Park are the epicenter of Ridgway and iconic for residents who gather
under their canopy. They are an unstatadd perhaps even unconsciowstraction that encourages visitors to
stop and linger.

1 Trees at the Regional Athletic Park provide a sense of permanence and ctoméative people and their
audiences.

1 The cottonwoods in their namesake park encourage resgglenwalk, interact with their neighborand
exercise their dog\eighborhood children connect with nature here while playing Fadelseek amidst the
thickets.

9 Juniper and pinyon at the Dennis Weaver Memorial Park create a contemplative and setang set

1 Maturetreesat Rollans Park decorate the riparian corridor; newly planted trees describe a vision of restoration
for this section of the Uncompaghre River

Purpose and Need

The purpose of thiCommunityForest Management Plan is to provide directiohat improves and sustairs the
economic and community benefits of town trees faresent and future generations by growing a healthy and
resilient community forest.The Plan will maximize the value of resources allocated to our town trees, and the
efficiency and effectiveness with which they are managed.

Currently the Town of Ridgway procurgsofessional arborisserviceghroughcontract. The emphasis is on: mitigation
of hazards; general tree maintenance; disposal of materials; tree replacementwplaating as requested by the town;
and consultation and staff support relative as needed to support a he@ltmymunityforest. These services are
provided for Hartwell Park and selected public rigbtsvay.

Other treemaintenance is undertaken ligwn staff. Minimal tree planting occurs, but location and species selection is
not tiered to a plan that considers the entire and futw@mmunity forest of RidgwayAdopta-Parkvolunteer groups
also provide maintenance and tree planting services.

Missing fom these services but identified in this Community Forest Management Plan is

1 An articulated and longerm plan for curent and future town treeglesigned to achieve statesbmmunity
forest goals for Ridgwaand

1 Community outreaclthat promotes tree presrvation, tree planting antdestarboricultural practicegspecies
selection, site selection, long term care and maintenance

Ridgway Community Forest Goals
The following goals provide the foundatiéor our desired future conditions and all foresanagement actionsThey
also create the basis for the Ridgway Tree Ordinance.
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1. Create green canopies and corridors that encourage gathering, walking, and social interaction. Use trees to
screen areas that are not visually appealing; create/enhance vistatber areas.

Establish and maintain an optimal level of age and species diversity for aesthetics and ecological resilience

3. Usecommunityforest best management practices along with the guidelines in this plan to select, situate,
and maintaintreesto maximize benefits and minimize hazard, nuisance, hardscape damage, and
maintenance costs.

4. Foster community support for the locebmmunityforestry program and encouradeest treemanagement
practices byprivate property owners

5. Ensure that new constation and subdivision developments incorporate tree planting and maintenance

that is consistent with this Plan.

n

These goals complement and support the goals oRltgway Streetscape Master Plan Report (2006).

Relationship to Existing Ridgway Policy and Code
The RidgwagfommunityForest Management Plan tiers to, and provides support for:

1. TheRidgway Comprehensive PlaRarks, Trails, Open Spaces, and Facilities Element (Rii$3)lan guides the
development of town parks, trails, and open spaceshwitnsideration for the preservation, restoration, and
enhancement of environmentally sensitive areas. The plan also promotes quality of life and economic
development values.

2. The Ridgway Municipal Code, Sectiofis Bl and 66-3 (building regulation lana@sping and single family
residential landscapingboth for new construction)

3. Concept plans already established for the Regional Athletic Park, Rollans Park and Green Street Park.

Future concept plans, such as the Uncompaghre River Master Plan.

5. TheRidgwyg Streetscape Master Plan (20@@)ich strives to create great outdoor spaces and bring the natural
beauty of the area into the heart of Ridgway.

»

Ridgway Tree Ordinance

The Town of Ridgway recognizes that trees provide important environmental and economic benefits to residents and
visitors that extend well beyond the boundaries of the property on which they grow.Ridgway Tree Ordinance is one
of several toolghat coud beused by the town tanaximize thosdoenefits and attairthe stated goals of thi€ommunity
Forest Management Plait does thisby providing thdegal framework for forest managemeattivities on private land.
However, it is intended to facilitate tlaer than prescribe these management activities.

An ordinance wouldupportthe following action items from th&oal 2, Action Iltem 1 of thRidgway Comprehensive

Plang Parks, Trails, Open Spaces, @kl OA f A G A S & Bstadish &nd defirne swhableldavelapment

standards and guidelinesfobnd RS @St 2 LIYSy G Ay O2 N1J2 NI (itree/aBd plard pfesembtion &
FYR 20KSNJ 322R aiSsgFNRAKALI yR O2yaSNBIGAZ2Y 2NASY(dSR

TheRidgway Streetscape Master Plan Report (2608 ¢ ft £ & F2NJ I GNBES LINBaASNIF A2y
tree canopy is maintained throughout the community and to ensure summer shade and reduce healzhddd & ! a
2T (KAA& LINE LiZnavwsdevelaphments ghoufddSreaitivéd to not onheperve existing trees, but to plant

new streettrees consistent with the Maer Plan desigss.

A tree ordinance would bbased on the RidgwagommunityForest Management Gaahbrticulated above (see page 4
andwould includethe followingcategories opolicy:
3| Page



1. The planting and removal of trees within public righfsvay,including themaintenance or removal of private
trees which pose a hazard to the public.

2. Protection fora K S N& & ¢ Bdudirip lérSitaequirements for removal, encroachment, or maintenance.

3. Requirements for new construction and subdivision development.

See Appendix for a sample tree odinance. Additional guidance can be found:at

A The International Society of Arborgs{ISA) Tree Ordinance Guidelines
A Tree City USA Bulletin No- 8low to Write a Municipal Tree Ordinance

Community Education and Outreach

9RdzOF GAYy3 YR Ay@2f gAy3a wloRduaityférestiiarideRedpfagramclitoparpate addk S
benefits¢ is a cornerstone to successful implementation. Opportunities for education and outreach include the
following:

Workshops

In conjunction with the Colorado State Forest Service and/or th€duinty Extension Service, Gichywill host

workshopson treeselection, planting, maintenance, and insects/diseds@. NJ a K2 1LJa O2dz R | f a2 0 ¢
t NPGSOG ¢NBS& SIIANAWENIT 23/8 (NGRS 24208) 4 K2LJAX NBaARSyla

CommunityForest Management Plan and how their private property fits into the larger community picture.

Ridgway Town Government Website

¢ KS {2 gy ip://dveviaivii.rid@vayoco.us) is a good place to generate interestamd support for, good
cultural practices for both public and privatedyvned trees. It is recommended that the website add a section from its
Bulletin Boarditled Community TreeSelection and Caxer similar). This series of pages and links codllide this

plan, the recommended species for Ridgway, best management practices, and other pertinent information. Links to
other resources would be included as well, suclbas not limited to):

www.TreesAreGod.com
www.ArborDay.org
www.isaarbor.com

=A =4 =4 =

www.cfsf.edu

Planting Trees in Ridgway Brochure
A tri-fold brochurehas been developed that resamendsspecies for Ridgway amdanting tips

Tree City USA

The Tree City US4 a national program sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation that provides the framework for
community forestry management for cities and towns across Ame@ioanmunities achieve Tree City USA status by
meeting four core standards of sou@bmmunityforest management:

Maintaining a tree board or department

Having a community tree ordinance

Spending at least $2 per capita Gommunityforestry
Celebrating Arbor Day

PR
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http://www.isa-arbor.com/education/resources/educ_TreeOrdinanceGuidelines.pdf
https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityUSA/bulletins/documents/009-summary.pdf
http://www.town.ridgway.co.us/
http://www.treesaregood.com/
http://www.arborday.org/
http://www.isa-arbor.com/
http://www.cfsf.edu/

A Tree City USA designation is an opportunity to share with the community the value of our trees and the importance c
sustainable tree management. The designation also generates community pride and intérestplanting and care.

Summary of Prioritized Action Items for 2016 -2021

As a result of this Community Forest Management Plan, the following priority actions have been identified for
implementation in the next five yearSome items can be completed concurrently based upon budget, staff an
volunteers, but the list below attempts to put some perspective on what is more urgent.

A All persons involved with tree care should thoroughly read and understand this management plan.

A Implement highest priority treatments such as defective pruning/reaisvor liability purposes and inspections
for sound wood on the trees with the highest risk. Utilize a certified ISA Arborist only.

A Document improvements to individual trees so that database updates can be made in real time or at a
minimum, annually.

A RNY I GNBS 062FNR O6wSTFSNBYyOS ! LIISYRAE W T2N 26y 2
them well (with CSFS assistance) so that work efforts can be distributed with regards to budget planning,
workforce oversight and general implentation of this plan.

A Establish a tree ordinance and apply for Tree City USA through CSFS to showcase your efforts and garner sup
for an improvedCommunityforest, increased budget and larger volunteer base.

A Complete structure pruning, routine prumj, clearance pruning, cultural treatment work, etc. on highest risk
trees first. Keep in mind that this type of work on smaller trees should not be neglected and can be done with
volunteers as soon as possible to promote good tree growth. (For exachgleking watering regimes and
possible water leaks like the possible one in Rollans Park should be done at the beginning of the 2016 growing
season.)

A Reinventory all trees including additions in 2020 and update management plan.

Purpose of Tree Inventory

ly aaSaayvySyid 2F wAiR3Ig | wWadthe Basididfdryalion QeBe¥sHrdfgrindking F 2 NB & i
management decisions. A tree inventory was called for in Goal 3, Action Item 1Rititheay Comprehensive Plan

Parks, Trails, Open Spaces, andliias Element (20)2as follows:

Ly @Sy i 2 NEBCoinuBityfdrestéagtd@dplement priority management for these valuable assets, from
hazard removal and mitigation to public outreach and education on proper tree care for trees in thefights
way adoining private property, to planting for the future.

Action Item 6 is also pertinent:

Perform annual evaluations of public spaces and pay attention to fluctuations in the health of flora and
Community forests, evaluating these changes over time, makipgtatents as appropriate in response to
transformation in climate, environment, or other factors influencing the health of the flora.

5|Page



In 20142015, the Town of Ridgway contracted with the Colorado State Forest Service to complete a tree inventory for
0KS (G26yQa LI NJ a lofywRy. ThNikvenhdy dedvedliddndlifidually idedtify eesi their
characteristics, maintenanaeeeds, insect/disease issues, and management recommendations. From this invérgory,
town identified and prioritized annual maintenance needs and appropriate successional planting strategies. It also
provided a baseline against which change can be nredsu

Summary of Areas Inventoried

Location Treeslnventoried
Hartwell Park 111

Cottonwood Park 71

Rollans Park 60

Regional Athletic Field 61

Dennis Weaver Memorial Park| 9
General inventory completed;

individual treesot counted
Street Trees (mostly in historic
. 117
district)
TOTAL TREES INVENTORIEL 429 (individual trees)

Green Street and Industrial Pa

6| Page



Tree Inventory and Management Recommendations

Completed December 2015
Written by: Colorado State Forest Service
Jodi Rist Montrose District Forester

Introd uction and Process

The town has many trees of various species, sizes, in various locations and conditions with very different management
ySSRao® ¢tKSaS FTFOG2NAE O2y i NXOdzi S towrdin nmaintdiniti§ hadtee i@thd dzS I :
landscape. In order to easily manage this comptermunityforest, the town staff needed a tree inventory to first
determine where their trees are located, what their specific attributes are and what their values, risk ratings and
management needs could be. This inventory and management plan, completed byldhedG&tate Forest Service
(CSFS), is intended to help the town make a better plan for the sustainabilityCainitsiunityforest resources by

helping them prioritize their efforts with limitedaff and financial resources.

The CSFS was hired by thevioto inventory each tree they owned (see Appendix E for signed service agreements). The
Town Manager, Jen Coates, and Lois Ziemann, a Volunteer with the Parks, Open Spaces and Trails Committee, priori
the areas they wanted to inventory due to limRe ¥ dzy Ra ¢ ¢tKS I NBlFa o0Stz263x y28 Ol
included in this plan.

Units Inventoried in 2014

1. Hartwell Park (all trees inventoried)

2. { iNBSG ¢NBSa oltt G(GNBSa Ay@Syi2NASR SEOSLI / KI NI Sa

3. Cottonwood Park (alsimcludes short strip of street trees east of Lena Street on south side of Moffat Street)(all trees
AYOSYyi2NASR SEOSLII GK2&S dzyRSNI mwné 5.1 Ay GKS yI {dzN

Units Inventoried in 2015

1. Street Trees (continued and includes Heritage Park)

2. Rollans Park (all trees inventoried where human traffic was gregt€€CO amphitheater and at entrance area off
Sherman Street)

3. Athletic Park (all tree inventoried)

4. Dennis Weaver Memorial (only cottonwood trees at far north end of sidewalk and oneveeiznic table on west
side of river were inventoriedther areas considered natural area)

5. Industrial Park Right of Way & Green Street Right of Way (contained trees of such similar species and condition thz
an individual tree inventory was not deemedaassary)

A 2 4 A x

5Fa1F F2NJ ONBSa 6A0GKAY Fff dzyAda sl a 02ttt SOGSR Ay (KS
(GPS). ArcMap 10 was used at the office for mapping and the creation of the database. 2OdMtpEe main

02 YL y Sy UArcEB sulte ofwgea@patial processing programs, and is used primarily to view, edit, create, and
analyze geospatial data. ArcMap 10 allows the user to explore data within a data set, symbolize features accordingly,
and create maps. By using this softwaregram, the ArcMap 10 tree inventory database can be exported and more
easily manipulated for analytical purposes in Microsoft Excel. From Excel, reports, spreadsheet summaries, charts an
graphs can be created. The tables and graphs within this doauane a product of these software applications. The
maps were created in ArcMap 10 utilizing the compiled inventory data that resides within the ArcMap 10 database.

CSFS strives to create a product that will be useful for many years and has théabéityontinually updated and
NEf S@Fyid G2 GKS G2syQa ySSRao ¢CKA& RIFEGFEOlI&aS Aa AyidS,
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can be documented and kept current, such as tree removals, new plantings or pruning work. These nbatgedbe

made directly to the database, not the spreadsheets. If the town should have the resources to manage their database
themselves through an experienced ArcMap user, they can certainly do so. Until then, it is recommended that CSFS
handle thesaupdates to maintain the integrity of the database until the next scheduleidventory.

Many attributes of each inventoried tree were collected within each designated unit in order to compile baseline data
whereby change can be tracked and managementbeaadapted. With this base data, a value was then calculated for
each tree. A tree risk assessment, following guidelines established by the Colorado Tree Coalition, was also conducte
These tree values, risk assessments and data analysis are allezbmgiilin this document with all pertinent reference
materials and comprehensive management recommendations.

In some units, the tree count was too high, making it cost prohibitive to inventory each tree at this time. Some of these
dzyAlda SSNEFIRENXYSRNBE 3@ 6KSNB | GNBS 0O02dzyi o6& aLISOAS
(Diameter at Breast Height). These units are Cottonwood Park and one street within the Street Tree Unit called Charls
Street. In other units a general stand cofaht description was written because the natural areas were too large to do a
GNBS O2dzyit 2F (K2aS dzyRSNIuwné¢ 5.1 @ ¢tKSaS dzyAdGa | NB
HNné AY 5.1 YR 2@SN Ay (K Ball &riskiagsessraentednl&ed T Alzbtatad pravio@I,y ( :
Industrial Park and Green Street Right of Way Unit was not inventoried because most of the trees are of the same
species and same condition. A general unit description and associated managememtesadations are provided for

this unit.

Tree Inventory Data Fields
Below are the raw tree inventory data fields for the tree inventory databhighlights indicate actual field narje

OBJECTIDThis is a unique number that ties the tree to @B8rdinates for map plotting purposes.
Data_CollectarPerson who collected the data for that tree.
Unit: Where in the town, the tree is located:

i -Cottonwood Park

1 -Hartwell Park

9 -Street Trees (including trees within Heritage Park)
M -Athletic Park

i -RollansPark

M1 -Dennis Weaver Memorial

9 -Industrial Park and Green Street Right of Way

Tree_ID Tree # per Unit.
SpeciesThe species of the tree.

Species_OthefThis field was used if the tree was identified as a species other than what was selectabldataties
or if a more specific species variety could be determined.

DBH DBH stands for Diameter at Breast Height and is a measurement of the trunk diameter at 4.5 feet above ground.
the tree had multiple stems, the largest stem was measured.

8| Page



Condition The toices were Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, Very Poor and Dead.

The Condition categories are subjective and can depend on the person taking the information. As a rule, most data
O2tt SOG2NA | O2AR (G(KS WOEOSttSyidiQ OFGiS3az2NEO® azaild 0(NB:
superior to theother trees they have inventoried.

Trees rated as Fair would have some of the following issues: stagnant growth pattern, poourvéyen growth
pattern, minor trunk damage, deadwood, etc.

Trees rated as Poor would exhibit some of the same issues &g &b the problem or condition is more advanced than
a tree with a Fair rating.

Very Poor trees are usually barely alive, very ugly specimens, heavily damaged or are being severely impacted by inse
or disease. These trees avten recommended for reraval.

PlacementThe choices were Excellent, Good, Fair, Poon&ang Poor.

The Placement categories are subjective and can depend on the person taking the information. As a rule, most data
collectors avoid théExcellenfrategory. Most trees are placéddy G KS D22 R OF 6 S32NB 3> dzyf Sa
superior to the other trees they have inventoried.

Trees rated as Fair would have some of the following issues: close proximity to other vegetation or structures that
impede normal growth habit$jave the potential to negatively impact street rightways or sidewalks in the future or
are growing beneath an overhead line but have not yet made contact.

Trees rated as Poor would exhibit some of the same issues as above but the problem or plasemoesg ithan a tree
having a Fair rating.

Very Pootrees are planted where they are currently creating problems for infrastructure items like sidewalks or
overhead lines. These trees can also negatively impact pedestrian or vehicle safety. These e meommended
for removal.

Live Crown_Ritio:
From tree top to crown base, the percent of live foliage.

Surface_TreatmeniThe choices were MulcRock Bare GroungdWeeds Cutout,Watered Grasd)n-watered Grass,
Other.

This information will help théown determinewhether different surface treatments are working in favortioé tree or
against it.

Water_Surce The choices were Sprinkler, Drip line, Flood, Hose, Manual (hose/bucket), Ditch/Creek and None. The
GNBESQa LINRAR YL NE ¢ (inSvNdt codddzdliouBd thielday ofdhke ispertionizl J2

Water_Source Quality. The choices were Adequate, Inadequate, Excessive and None. Adequacy of the determined
water source was determined by exhibited tree signs and symptoms of weltged stress.

9| Page



Growth_CQbstruction: The choices were Adjacent Vegetation, Cables, Curb/Pavement, Guards, Overhead wires, Signs,
Stakes, Structures, Wires/Ties, Nothing.

Soil_Foblems Choices were Compacted, Drainage, Droughty, Fertility and Shallow.
Pest Insects and dieases that were negatively impacting the tree.
Pest_Otherlf there were more than one pest affecting a tree it was noted here.

Mgmt_01 (stands for Management Need Priority Onal.Communityforest trees need management as they establish,
matureanda S @Sy iddzZ tfte& NBY2OSR FTNRY (GKS fFyRaAOIFILISd® ¢KS WY
need the tree has at the time of the inventory. In some cases, the tree may be doing well and does not need
management but would benefit from being put arpruning rotation for future managemenBelow are the different
management needs that may have been selected for any given tree.

Defective Prune

The tree needs a onrtgme corrective action to eliminate a serious problem. The call for a defective [sune
usually instigated by the presence of a nearby target. Targets include benches, playgrounds, sidewalks or
streets. Some examples of defective pruning include hanging dead branches two inches or larger in diameter,
cracked branches, extreme trunk ledarge deadwood and/or cdominant trunks that could fail. Immediate
action to mitigate the defect is recommendg&ee ppendix Afor photographic examples)

Routine Prune

Normal periodic pruning is suggested to maintain scaffold branchitigg the crovn height,eliminate
brancheghat will soon conflict with each otheremove small deadwood, trunk sprouts or root collar suckers.
(Seeappendix Aor photographic examples)

Clearance Prune

Pruning is needed to prevent damage to personal property onjrju people. This tree management need
addresses public safety. The standard branch height over streets is 13 feet and a branch height of 8 feet over
sidewalks. Trees or branches must not block public safety s{§egappendixA for photographic exames)

Structure Prune

Pruning is needed to correct a structural, aesthetic or tree health problem. The problem does not pose an
immediate threat to the public or personal property, however, if left alone the problem will not disappear.
Examples include crdsg branchesmultiple stemspruning stubs, included bark, scaffold branches too close to
each other, no central leader and/or an unbalanced growth patté8ee appendiA for photographic

examples)

Cultural Treatment

This need is chosen whéime (i NBh8alh would be improved by adding fertilizer or the growing site needs to
be mitigated (e.g., soil compactipgirdling root$. Although the need is not immediate, the tree would benefit
from further inspection to determine how to improve the existiripation.

Mitigate Space
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either manmade or natural and either the tree or the object should be removed.

Mitigate Water
Adequacyof the wate source needs to be addressed in some way.
Monitor

The tree is in overall good condition. However, the tree has an issue that should beatdedrand watched to
ensure itdoes not worsencausing the tree to decline rapidly or fail.

Protect

The treeis being damaged by existiegternal factors such as peoplexaiplesinclude tree grates, girdling
roots, weed barrierfabric, wires or ties and caginDeer or other animal damage would also fall into this
management need. Action is heeded to mitigate and/or prevent future damage.

Remove

This tree is either dead or in very poor health due to poor planting, level of existing carerowaling, pester
people abuse. It would be prudent to remove it from the growing site. Tredsohiag aggressive or nuisance
pests should be removed as soon as possible.

Treat Disease
There is physical evidence of a disease when the tree was inventorietidetgral wetwood canker).
Treat Insects

There is physical evidence of an insect when the tree was inventoried. Identification and control
recommendations will be discussed in the inventory report.

Inspect

Further inspection is needed to determine a managentadd Oftentimes this involves a more thorough
inspection for the extent of decay.

Do Nothingand Other

Mgmt_01_Comment This field allows room for a description of the Management Need Priority One.

Mgmt_02andMgmt_02_CommenandMgmt_03andMgmt_03_@mment Where multiple management needs and
associated comments were noted.

Likelihood Failure, LikelihoodTarget Impact, Consequencésilure, Subtotal0l, Target, SpecieManagement,
Action,Subtotal 02:These are riskating factors for all trees 20 ihes in DBH and aboveseeAppendix Gor rating
criteria and associated risk values.
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Mitigation: Recommended mitigation measures to improve the tree.
Date Inspected The date the tree was inspected.
A complete data table for all units, all trees &ritlar datais included on a CD in Appendix D.

Tree Values

After data was collected in the field and downloaded in the office, a tree value was calculated for each tree. The
purpose of placing a value on each tree gives managers perspective on wherdighsetpriorities for management
when funds, personnel and/or time is limited. Appendix B shows how these values were calculated and gives an
example. In each separate unit description to follow in this report, you will see tables showing the valehftree
from lowest to highest.

Tree Risk Ratings

Communities that choose to manage th€ommunityforests with tree risk in mind can expect lower frequency and
severity of accidents, damage and injury from tree breakage. An ounce of preventiontisavpmund of cure. If the

town follows the risk management recommendations in this plan it should reap the benefits of fewer expenditures for
claims, legal expenses and the town should realize healthier, ldivgefCommunitytrees with fewer annual tree
removals.

t S21LX S 2NJ LINPLISNIG& Ay Oft2aS8S LINREAYAGE G2 | GNBS lod NJ
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removal. If they should fail, isolated trees and/or trees growing in natural areas may not cause any damage to people ¢
property if they fail, so there may be no reason to remove them.

Appendix C shows the specific riskyai ONRA G SNA I GKI &G 61 & dzZiSR RdzZNAYy 3 GKS
higher the total of all the individual risk ratings, the higher risk the tree poses to targets. In each separate unit
description to follow in this report, you will firdblesd K2 g Ay 3 G KS NAR &1 NI GAy I anDBR NJ I
Keep in mind that a risk rating of 24 is the worst rating a tree can&. worst rated tree was Street Tree ID #13 with a

risk rating of 21.

This plan should be annually consdltprior to implementing any tree management. The database should be, at a
minimum, updated annually with completed risk mitigation work on high hazard trees. This will show the public that the
town has been diligent with performing what risk mitigatimork it can afford on the trees for which it is responsible.
Trees identified as needing to be removed due to its hazard rating, or needing a defective pruning and/or needing an
inspection for sound wood or percent decay are all very high concerns anttidh®m addressed this next year if finances
allow.
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Tree Inventory Maps and Data for All Units

Map of Inventoried Units and Tree Locations

Inventoried Units and Tree Locations

Legend
O Tree Locations
[ | Ouray County Parcels (approx.)
Town of Ridgway Boundary (approx.)
[ Hartwell Unit
[ Dennis Weaver Memorial Unit
[ Cottonwood Unit
I industrial Park and Green Street ROW Unit
Rollans Park Unit
Athletic Park Unit

Street Tree Unit (all other tree points within Town of Ridgway boundary)
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Tree Count Table by Unit

You will see from the totals and percentages of each species per unit table and pie chart below, that there is limited

species diversity across all units and especially in the Cottonwood Unit.

Hartwell Park Unit

Lanceleaf Cottonwood

Ponderosa Pine

Blue Spruce

Total in Unit

Rollans Park Unit

Species

Narrowleaf Cottonwood

BlueSpruce

White Ash

Ponderosa Pine

Birch

Crabapple

Lanceleaf Cottonwood

Total in Unit

Athletic Park Unit

Species

(o2}
S 3
=
-]
—

Aspen

[EnY
»

Narrowleaf Cottonwood

Blue Spruce

Crabapple

Hybrid Cottonwood

Lanceleaf Cottonwood

Austrian Pine

Willow

Birch

Silver Maple

Bristlecone Pine

Scotch Pine

PR (RPIFPINOOIOO||©

Total in Unit

61

Dennis Weaver Memorial

Unit

Species

Count

Narrowleaf Cottonwood

9

Total in Unit

9

Industrial Park &
Green Street ROW Unit

Species Count
Narrowleaf Cottonwood | 37
Aspen 21
Crabapple 14
Rio Grande Cottonwood | 14
Blue Spruce 10
Hybrid Cottonwood 4
Apple 2
Cherry 2
Hawthorn 2
Lanceleaf Cottonwood 2
Austrian Pine 1
Engelmann Spruce 1
Russian Olive 1
Totalin Unit 111
Street Tree Unit

Species Count
Boxelder 39
Narrowleaf Cottonwood | 33
Aspen 12
Siberian EIm 7
Crabapple 7
Blue Spruce 5
Engelmann Spruce 3
Hybrid Cottonwood 3
Lanceleaf Cottonwood 2
Juniper (upright) 2
Apple 1
Green Ash 1
Hawthorn 1
Austrian Pine 1
Totalin Unit 117
Cottonwood Park Unit

Species Count
Narrowleaf Cottonwood | 65

Species

Count

individual trees not inventoried

Total Trees Inventoried in All Units429
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Species Diversity Chart and Table

All Units Combined - Species Diversity

Cherry, 0%

Rocky Mountain Juniper, 0%
Willow, 0%

Bristlecone Pine, 0%
Green Ash, 0%

Birch, 0%
Hawthorn, l%‘l
Apple, 1%
White Ash, 1%
Ponderosa Pine, 1%

Russian Olive, 0%
Scotch Pine, 0%
Silver Maple, 0%

Engelmann Spruce, 1%
Siberian Elm, 2%

Austrian Pine, 2%

Lanceleaf Cottonwood, 3%

Hybrid Cottonwood, 3% \'._
Rio Grande Cottonwood, 39/1/\

—\

Species Count
Narrowleaf Cottonwooq 193
Aspen 49 Apple 3
Boxelder 39 Hawthorn 3
Blue Spruce 36 Birch 2
Crabapple 28 Cherry 2
Rio Grande Cottonwood 14 Rocky Mountain Junipef 2
Hybrid Cottonwood 13 Willow 2
Lanceleaf Cottonwood 12 Bristlecone Pine 1
Austrian Pine 7 Green Ash 1
Siberian Elm 7 Russian Olive 1
Engelmann Spruce 4 Scotch Pine 1
Ponderosa Pine 4 Silver Maple 1
White Ash 4 Total 42
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Community forests benefit from species diversity due to improved resistance to insects and diseas€oimaumity

forest, it is optimal to have each species comprise less than 10% of the total forest. Planting large quantities of one tre
species meanthey are susceptible to the same insects and diseases that target that species. This could equate to mas
mortality of that species in aBommunityd SG G A y 3 ® Ly GKS G426y 2F wAR3IGI &QA

w A R 3 €bném@rityforest because 3% of itsCommunityforest is cottonwood. For example, if one Ash tree is killed

by Emerald Ash Borer, it is likely that any others planted nearby will be killed by Emerald Ash Borer as the insect
reproduces and offspring seek new tree to inhabit and Kilhne cottonwood gets Bacterial Wetwood, it is likely that

most others nearby will be inoculated with the same bacteria due to their close and contiguous proximity.

The species listed in Appendix F are recommended species to plant in the townwayiditheir recommendation is

o &SR dzLll2y GKSANI LI I yd KIFINRAySaa 12ySy 4gKSGKSNI GKSe Qf
Ridgway and are characterized with pros and cons. A hardiness zone is a geographically definechackalants and

trees are capable of growing as defined by climatic conditions, including its ability to withstand the minimum
GSYLISNI GdzNBa 2F GKS T2ySo wAR3Igle&Qa ! {5! tftFyd | I NRJ
to be hardyto -10 degrees FahrenheiPlantmaps.comwith the use of updated climate data through 2010, states
Ridgway is in Hardiness Zone 5a, meaning the town should only plant trees known to be hafdgdgrees

Fahrenheit. Note that the trees recommendeddippendix F, are for Hardiness Zones 2, 3 and 4 which are hardier than
gKFEG wAR3IglreQa Of AYIFGS NBIjdza NBaA 0 danting KpawdziaRatidhs/sactizhss | |
water availability, soil, neighboring vegetation, winds and otherdittons may also affect the viability of individual

trees and should be taken into consideration.
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